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Seima community members installing
Permanent SP's in the CBPF area

Improving livelihoods through innovation.
One forest and community at a time.

Communities monitor the regeneration of
their forest
Seima, Cambodia
A network of 10 Permanent Sample Plots have been set up together with the
community members inside the Trial Harvest area. These plots will be used to
understand the regeneration mechanisms of the species present in the forest and to
identify the optimum silvicultural treatment that can ensure long term sustainability
of the harvesting activities.
Using a system of nested plots, trees of various dimensions have been tagged and
measured in different areas. Saplings and regeneration have been measured as well.
It is expected that each nest of plots will experience a different harvesting intensity.
The plots will be inventoried every two to three years to control the changes in
species composition. Three control-plots that will be located outside the trial harvest
area will be set up by October. The data gathered from the sample plots will be used
to analyse and identify which harvesting intensity and tree selection strategy is the
most favoured for sustainable commercial species regeneration. The possibility to
use enrichment planting methodologies is also being investigated.

Certifying Environmental Services
Vietnam
During the month of June and July the Vietnam ForCes project team worked closely
with the FSC certification groups in Quang Tri to develop a detailed certification
process plan. The certification plan includes the integrated ecosystem service
indicator and monitoring system to assess the soil protection service provision. The
field work in Quang Tri was conducted in close cooperation with WWF.
In Huong Son site, the 2nd ForInfo pilot site in Vietnam, where carbon storage is the
selected environmental service a similar certification monitoring and indicator plan
was developed in cooperation with specialized consultants paving the way for FSC
Environmental Service Certification.
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Dear Colleagues,
Highlights from the past three
months include the first rapid
assessments of teak resources in
Bokeo Province in Lao PDR, and the
completion of the WISDOM analysis
in three communes of Cambodia.
While field work was carried out in
less remote areas, the rainy days in
the region could be used to plan
and prepare for the harvesting
activities expected to commence
soon, in the Seima Community
Forest Area, Mondolkiri, Cambodia.
We would also like to mention that
the newsletter will now be brought
to you on a quarterly basis,
beginning with this issue.
Thank you for your continued
readership.
We look forward to hearing from
you, please send us your feedback
at forinfo@recoftc.org
Sincerely,
Fabian Noeske
Technical Advisor, ForInfo
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WISDOM - Fuelwood supply analysis
Northern Cardamom Mountains, Cambodia
The WISDOM analysis has been completed in three target communes and the final report will be shared with the Commune
Land Use Planning (CLUP) teams within the next couple of months. The research shows that the average per capita
consumption of fuelwood is around 526 kg/year, which is significantly different compared to other studies in Cambodia.
Other detailed data on the fuelwood consumption pattern have been collected and analyzed by ForInfo; such as distance
travelled, dimension of wood collected, preferred species, etc.
The results show that there are different situations of surplus and deficit of fuelwood resources based on the particular
concentration of population and biomass in the different communes. Management suggestions are provided in the WISDOM
report such as to protect forest resources when they are scarce or exploit them when abundant. These suggestions have been
shared with the CLUP teams.
Other recommendations from the study include the use of alternative energy, such as the use of rice husks for energy
generation (the expected production is around 2,200 ton/year in Samroang, 7,450 in Ta Kream and 640 in Trapeang Chan).
The study also suggests that the plantation of short rotation species is best in order to create a protection buffer for the
degraded community forestry areas.
The map below is an example of the maps produced through WISDOM analysis, this map shows the fuelwood balance for the
Ta Kream Commune.
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Quantum GIS user group receives
further training
Bokeo province, Lao PDR.
Quantum GIS (or QGIS) is a free and open source Geographic
Information System (GIS) software, comparable to other highly
expensive commercial GIS software. There is a thriving
community of developers and users who improve the software
on a daily basis, sharing suggestions and exploring solutions to
problems. Thanks to this community a Lao version of the user
interface for the software is being developed and many
government agencies in Lao PDR are already using it.
In August, a 3-day training was conducted to introduce QGIS at
the Provincial Agriculture and Forestry Office (PAFO) in Bokeo for
members of the provincial office and representatives of each of
the five District Agriculture and Forestry Office (DAFO). Last year,
ForInfo held a similar training on GIS in collaboration with the
Department of Planning and Investment (DPI), in Huay Xai. A few
experienced officers from DPI joined the training to review their
knowledge and help the other participants. A total of 20
individuals attended the training.
The main goal of the training was to improve the newly created
community of QGIS users in the province, supporting them to
work together, to share their knowledge, and to resolve problems
they may encounter with the help of their colleagues.

Workshop participants hold up their copies of the QGIS
manual at the conclusion of the workshop, in Bokeo.

Huay Xai district has begun the inventory of teak resources
Huay Xai, Lao PDR
A Full Rapid Assessment of teak plantations in three Kumbans (administrative unit below the district) has begun in Huay Xai
district. An inventory methodology that is quicker than the one used in Paktha District is being tested in the field. It is
important to evaluate the extent and location of all the teak resources in the district, in terms of area, along with an
estimation of the probable commercial standing volume, before starting the detailed teak certification process with the
farmers. The Full Rapid Assessment, when completed for all Kumbans, will be used to prepare the database on Teak
resources of Bokeo Province, an important tool to define future forestry strategies.

Tree plantation operating manual
for Thailand
Thailand
TreeBank Thailand and ForInfo have agreed to produce an
inventory of trees in Lampang and Chumporn. The inventory will
include specific data on individual living trees. The inventory will
be the first step towards valuation of the tree stands as an asset
for the smallholders. Tree growers can provide collateral based
on the value of their trees to seek loans or to cash-in-advance on
the condition of maintaining the trees until they reach the
highest value before harvesting.
The agreement includes three aspects: producing a tree
inventory, recognizing it as an asset, and developing an
operating manual for management of wood products under Thai
law. The purpose of the manual is to provide reliable
information on laws and regulations relevant to smallholders
growing trees. It is hoped that the manual will help the growers
be more confident about the decisions they make with their tree
assets.
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The Tree bank had a meeting for members in Chumporn
Thailand, on 1st of September to learn and discuss about
valuation of forest ecosystem and pilot sites.
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Assessment of environmental service
provision opportunity cost
Vietnam
ForInfo and SNV Vietnam have developed a ToR to conduct a
comprehensive analysis on the opportunity and implementation cost of
a new model of FSC certification for ecosystem services in the project
sites in Quang Tri and Ha Tinh.
The study will identify potential ecosystem services and evaluate net
benefits of different land-use options by conducting a opportunity cost
analysis. It will also provide suggestions on best land-use options and
highest net benefit to support provincial policy makers in their
decisions about land-use and land management.
SNV Project Manager Que Anh making a
presentations on Ecosystem Services, in Quang Tri.

Training on environmental services monitoring
Vietnam
In cooperation with CIFOR, ForCES has conducted a training workshop on monitoring environmental services including an
introduction to impact evaluation. The training was conducted in July 2013, in Hanoi, with 22 representatives of Huong Son
and Quang Tri pilot sites, VNFOREST, and WWF Vietnam.
The objectives of the training workshop were to provide the participants with an understanding of the importance of
ecosystem system services monitoring, including indicators that need to be measured and monitored in the sites, strategies
for environmental services integration into current forest management activities, and methods for data collection and impact
evaluation.
Group work on application of the concrete methods in specific situations and integration of environmental services into the
sustainable forest management plan was a key element of the training. The trainees also practised developing a theory of
change framework and impact evaluation methodology in Quang Tri, Vietnam.
In addition, from the 4th to the 13th of August ForCES supported a team from VNFOREST to participate in a monitoring
mission in the pilot sites. They learned more about the certification models in Quang Tri and gave practical inputs on the
sustainable forest management and certification standard, which will be enforced in the beginning of 2014.

Would you like to join one of our trainings
or events? Got a story on community
forestry in the Greater Mekong Subregion
that you’d like to share with us? Contact us
at ForInfo@recoftc.org

RECOFTC – The Center for
People and Forests

Download the ForInfo brochure and
access other information about the
project from our website at:

P.O. Box 1111, Kasetsart University
Post Office, Paholyothin Road,
Bangkok 10903 Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 2940 5700

www.recoftc.org/site/resources/ForInfo
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