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Community members enthusiastically watch as
the crawler is loaded into the truck.

Improving livelihoods through innovation.
One forest and community at a time.

2nd ForInfo Program Steering Committee
Meeting
BANGKOK, Thailand

The Program Steering Committee (PSC) met at the end of April to review the
project’s progress and to share updates on the status of ForInfo. The PSC
consists of participants from the forestry departments of target countries as
well as the Finnish Embassy. The meeting highlighted the findings and
recommendations from the Midterm review (MTR) and reflections on the
deliverables so far, in addition to feedback on the Annual Progress Report.
The PSC acknowledged the MTR’s finding that the project is relevant and
effective in terms of its objectives. They strongly supported
recommendations made by the MTR to improve documentation and
information dissemination.
The project staff made observations on the enhanced need to make forestbased livelihoods systems more labor efficient and thus more lucrative for
the community, thereby reducing the trend of forest dependent
communities moving away from forest-based livelihoods towards more
contract-agricultural and urban livelihoods.
Lastly, representatives from the Finnish Embassy encouraged the sharing of
the project’s stories within the region, in some cases across sectors, and
expressed interest in visiting some of the sites. The project’s staff was also
acknowledged for effectively seeking partnerships and tapping into larger
funding sources to sustain the objectives of the project.
The project will now continue until December 2014, to allow further
progress in the pilot sites that experienced delays in the initial phase of the
project.
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Dear Colleagues,
The ForInfo project crossed its mid-point
several months ago. However, due to
the delays we faced in setting up some
of the pilot sites and conducting project
activities we have now extended the
timeline of ForInfo to December 2014.
The 2nd Program Steering Committee
meeting was held on the 29th of April,
during which the extension for the
project was confirmed and a renewed
plan was set in place. Please read more
in our newsletter for details.
Thank you
readership.
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continued

We look forward to hearing from you.
Send
us
your
feedback
at
forinfo@recoftc.org
Sincerely,
Fabian Noeske
Technical Advisor, ForInfo
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Trial Harvest Plan Updates
SEIMA, Cambodia
The Harvesting Proposal document has been
completed in Khmer language and already
submitted to the Forestry Administration (FA) for
comments.
An Alaska Mill MK-III (56") frame for chainsaw
milling has been purchased from Granberg
International, located in the USA. The mobile
sawmill equipment will be used in the primary
processing of timber from round logs into squared
blocks. The square blocks allow easier and more
cost effective transport compared to round logs.
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The participants of the 2 Program Steering Committee meeting, held in April, in
the RECOFTC Bangkok office.

The Community Based Production Forest (CBPF)
members will test the mill and their feedback will
be used to improve the design to suit the local
needs. Meanwhile, the project staff is in contact
with expert forest engineers to design logging
arches and to organize trainings on the use of
tractors in forest operations. Although the CBPF
members have wide experience they are new to
the use of heavy logging equipment.

ForInfo Uses the WISDOM Tool to
Assess Woodfuel Availability
CARDAMOM MOUNTAINS, Cambodia

The ForInfo team has conducted household interview
campaigns to understand the pattern of woodfuel
consumption, using both quantitative and qualitative
data, in three communes. Rapid biomass analyses
have been carried out within the commune boundaries
of the respective community forests to estimate the
supply module of woodfuel availability scenario. A Land
Use/Land Cover map update of the existing provincial
maps has been prepared using satellite images
(Landsat 5 and 7), including the location and population
data of all villages. All the data collected are being
organized in a geo-database and a balancing of supply
and demand will be carried out using GIS to show the
most critical areas.
The findings will be integrated into the Commune Land
Use Planning (CLUP) and applied by the team, who
can use it to plan and implement strategies for
improved forest resource management and enterprise
planning. This activity has been funded through the
ForInfo component of the SFM project, as it is part of
an overall strategy to analyze market opportunities and
constraints related to the forest products.

The Alaska Mill MK-III (56”). Image courtesy:
http://www.toolcenter.com

The framework of this study is based on the Woodfuel Integrated Supply Demand Overview Mapping
Methodology (WISDOM), a spatially-explicit planning tool for highlighting and determining woodfuel priority
areas or woodfuel hot spots.
For more information on the tool please visit: http://www.wisdomprojects.net/global/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0961953407000529
2

and

April 2013 to May 2013, Issue 5

ForInfo Newsletter

Vinh Tu Commune: Potential Soil Loss Map

The Vinh Tu Commune’s Potential Soil Loss
Map illustrates critical and risk areas
requiring management to prevent erosion.
The main advantage of such large scale
forest function maps is the possibility to
determine individual forest/land owners
responsible for and involved in service
provisions.
The Environmental Services Maps for
Vietnam will be available on the ForInfo
website in July this year.

Databases Assessed in
Twelve Treebank
Branches
CHUMPORN, Thailand

ForInfo’s partner in Thailand, the
Treebank, carried out activities on the
verification of existing database systems
in 12 Treebank branches in Chumporn
Province. The final databases will provide
tree plantation inventory information and
the evaluated tree and plantation value
according to market prices. Procedures
for the documentation of inventory and
activity documentation were discussed
among the Treebank branches.
Similar database verification activities
were conducted in Lampang Province
during which parts of a documentary
video on tree planting, plantations and
their social aspects with reference to the
national forest act were recorded.

RECOFTC – The Center for People and Forests
P.O. Box 1111, Kasetsart University Post Office,
Paholyothin Road, Bangkok 10903 Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 2940 5700
Would you like to join one of our trainings
or events? Got a story on community
forestry in the Greater Mekong Subregion
that you’d like to share with us? Contact us
at ForInfo@recoftc.org

OUR PROJECT PARTNERS

Download the ForInfo brochure and
access other information about the
project from our website at:
www.recoftc.org/site/resources/ForInfo
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