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The pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests
and
Participation of smallholders, indigenous peoples and community forestry
members in the World Forestry Congress
Background
XIV World Forestry Congress will be held 7–11 September 2015, in Durban, South Africa. The XIV World
Forestry Congress will be a key occasion for the world’s foresters and forest supporters to gather, to
share their expertise and experience, and to project a new vision for the future of forests and forestry.
The central theme of the Congress is ’Forests and People: Investing in a Sustainable Future.’
To leverage opportunities to advocate for community forestry at the XIV World Forestry Congress,
RECOFTC - The Center for People and Forests (RECOFTC) and partners ASEAN-ROK Forest Cooperation
(AFoCo), ASEAN Social Forestry Network (ASFN), and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) aims to host a regional meeting to take place 8-10 July 2015 in Bangkok. The
meeting, ‘The Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests’ aims to develop
ways to ‘put people at the heart of the WFC’ by working together with leaders representing different
rights groups from the Asia-Pacific region: indigenous peoples, community forest (CF) members,
smallholders and key government representatives championing CF in the region.
Objectives
The overall aim of the Pre-WFC regional meeting is - through a participatory process in the lead up to
WFC - to empower community leaders from the region to develop their own messages and
presentations on why forest decision-makers should invest in them. The main participants of the
meeting will be representatives of smallholders, IPs and CF members from Cambodia, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Vietnam, Lao PDR, Thailand and Nepal. These representatives will come together and discuss
forest issues that are priorities for them, recognizing that their management of their forests is of benefit
on local, national and global levels. The objectives of the ‘Pre-WFC regional meeting’ and ‘including
community leaders’ participation at WFC’ are:





To empower key stakeholders – smallholders, IPs and CF members – to participate on the
regional and global levels through support to develop key messages and presentations on the
theme ‘Invest in us’;
To raise awareness among ‘forest investors’ (government, private sector) to prioritize investing
in community forestry in Asia; and,
To disseminate new knowledge and innovative practices, along with practical recommendations,
through success stories, publications, and media activities in the region and internationally.
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Government representatives and other key stakeholders from the region will also participate in pre-WFC
regional meeting mainly as observers but also to share their experiences as ‘CF champions.’ Government
representatives play important roles in CF development and sustainable forest management and can
also be drivers of change in their respective countries and in the region, thus their feedback on the
meeting messages and presentations is paramount.
Key messages
The overall key message of these activities is: ‘to ensure a sustainable future, investing in natural capital
must mean investment in social and human capital. It is local people who can sustainably manage
natural resources IF they value them (and they will value them if they benefit from them).’
As poverty is still more prevalent in rural areas where natural capital is relatively high, it is essential to
enable the rural poor to convert natural capital to other forms of capital in a sustainable way. Thus, we
must empower local communities by investing in tenure rights and appropriate regulatory and
supporting frameworks to achieve sustainable forest management.
Draft agenda of the Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests
The overall objective of the regional meeting is to empower key stakeholders – smallholders, IPs and CF
members – to participate on the regional and global levels through support to develop key messages
and presentations on the theme ‘Invest in us’ together through a participatory approach. Mr. Trevor
Abraham, Secretary General of the World Forestry Congress based in South Africa, will also be attending
this Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting in Bangkok that would be held at tentatively at KU
Home, Kasetsart University.
The rough agenda and output of the regional meeting is as follows and RECOFTC staff will be the key
facilitators for the event.
DAY 1
Session
 Opening and introduction
 Why do we need to participate in WFC?



Setting the context: Regional perspectives:
Why do community rights in sustainable
forest management matter?



Our vision of community rights in
sustainable forest management

Output

-Common understanding on WFC, its
objectives and importance to local people
-Mutual understanding on the roles,
influences and benefits of participating in WFC
-Understanding of the current situation of CF
at the regional level through exploring
different stakeholders perspectives on the CF
situation in the region
-Obtain a shared SFM concept for every
country

Day 2
 Understanding gaps between now and our

-Identification of issues that hinder sustainable
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Opportunities of community rights in SFM



Priorities for our collective actions

community forest management - according to
main themes
- Understanding on implications if these issues are
not addressed according to country contexts
- A list of possible opportunities and constraints
that have been ranked according to a set of criteria
- A set of priorities that have been decided
collectively
- A comprehensive understanding of each of the
four priorities based on evidence in country
contexts
- Four draft key messages

 Tentative recommendations
Day 3
 Review of tentative recommendations
 Sharpening the recommendations into
four key messages
 Developing advocacy objectives


Developing a communication plan



Advocacy and communication tools



Next steps



Meeting close

- Four key messages articulated as
problem/solution/call to action
-Common understanding on what is advocacy,
what it can achieve
-Draft communication plan on to whom and how
the four key messages will be advocated at WFC
and beyond
- Explore different tools that have been used
effectively and identify which ones will work in this
context
-Identification of who will deliver the messages at
WFC and preparation steps

Key stakeholders, with support from RECOFTC and partners, will raise awareness on these key messages
among ‘forest investors’ (government, private sector) at the WFC, Asia-Pacific Forestry Week and other
opportunities.
Communications
The Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests will include a regional media
workshop along with national media outreach and social media outreach. At the event, participants will
develop messages and presentations together with an internationally acclaimed Thai multimedia
performance artist, using professional photography, video, stage props and music to present – at the
World Forestry Congress - their messages in a way that will appeal to audiences and emphasize the
legitimacy and urgency of the issues being conveyed.
The messaging and presentations developed in the Pre-WFC meeting will form the basis for activities at
the WFC, which will include:
 Participation of smallholders, IPs and CF members in WFC
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Presentations during the “Building Momentum” WFC pre-event and WFC plenary/parallel
session(s) by smallholders, IPs and CF members
RECOFTC and partners abstract presentations
Side event(s): The developed artistic directed presentation will be also include an open Q&A
with a panel including the rights-holder representatives and selected community forestry
experts from the region
Publications and handouts
Social media coverage
International and regional media outreach

RECOFTC has secured a slot for the WFC side event titled "Invest in us – forest smallholders, community
forest members and indigenous peoples in Asia.” This event will be in partnership with the following
partners:
1. ASFCC ASEAN-Swiss Partnership on Social Forestry and Climate Change
2. ASEAN-ROK Forest Cooperation (AFoCo)
3. COFSUN Community-based Forestry Supporter's Network Nepal
4. CSDM THE CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN MOUNTAINOUS AREAS
5. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
6. FECOFUN The Federation of community Forestry Users Nepal
7. FFF Forest and Farm Facility
8. GACF Global Alliance of Community Forestry
9. HIMAWANTI Himalayanan Grassroots Women’s Natural Resource Management Association
10. IIED International Institute for Environment and Development
11. NTFP-EP Non-Timber Forest Products Exchange Programme
12. PEFC Pan European Forest Council
13. TNC The Nature Conservancy
RECOFTC is also currently in process of negotiating and requesting for additional contributions through
plenary sessions and special events during the WFC as well.
Date and venue
The date of the Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests will be 8-10 July,
2015 at KU Home, Bangkok, Thailand.
Proposed participant distribution
Pre-World Forestry Congress regional meeting on people and forests
Country
Cambodia, Indonesia,
Myanmar, Vietnam,
Lao PDR, Nepal,

Representative
Local community members:
smallholders
Local community members: CF
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# of
Participants
1 per country
1 per country

Note

Total
21
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Country
Thailand

# of
Participants

Representative
members
Local community members:
indigenous peoples

Note

Total

1 per country

Observers
Additional Countries’
Representatives*
Government

NGOs*

CSO

WFC Secretary General from
South Africa
China, Cambodia, Lao,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam
(Apart from China, government
representatives will be from
ASFN)
COFSUN, CSDM, FFF, GACF,
HIMAWANTI, IEED, NTEP-FP,
PEFC, TNC, AIPP, AMAN
CSO representatives (GREEN
Mekong Project network)

1
10

12
4
tbd

Donors/Supporters*
International
Organizations*
Corporate Sector*

FAO Regional office

tbd
tbd

Invited Speakers

tbd

RECOFTC

Country Program staff

7

RECOFTC

Regional Office staff

15

Media

8

Total number of participants and observers

78+

*Self-funded

Participation of smallholders, indigenous peoples and community forestry members in the World Forestry
Congress
Country
Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Lao PDR, Thailand, Nepal

Representative
Smallholders, CF members,
indigenous peoples

5

Total # of participants
4
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RECOFTC

Country program coordinators

2

RECOFTC

Regional office

2

Total

8

Partnership and support
RECOFTC is seeking additional partners and funding support to cover the remaining budget needed to
fulfill all planned activities for the two events. All partner logos will be featured in all print and digital
marketing materials.
If you are interested in being a partner for the events, please contact Ms Phinyada Atchatavivan, email
phinyada@recoftc.org or call 02-940-5700 ext. 1217 for more information and how you can contribute.
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RECOFTC
P.O. Box 1111
Kasetsart Post Office
Bangkok 10903, Thailand
Tel: +66 (0)2 940 5700
Fax: +66 (0)2 561 4880
Email: info@recoftc.org
Website: www.recoftc.org

