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Training and Capacity Building of Forest Sector Grassroots Stakeholders for Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) in Asia
Dear Readers,

engage and contribute to ongoing national and
regional dialogues on REDD+, and thus enrich global
discussions on the subject.

It is my great pleasure to bring to you the first
newsletter from the Grassroots Capacity Building for
REDD+ in Asia project, named REDD+ Grassroots.
I cordially invite you to sign up to receive REDD+
The newsletter aims to keep you updated about the
Grassroots newsletter. We will be pleased to receive
diverse grassroots REDD+ stakeholders and their
your feedback or questions regarding our project,
capacity development over the next couple of years,
contact us at REDDgrassroots@recoftc.org.
in the Asia region.
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Coordinator, Grassroots Capacity Building for
REDD+ in Asia
The REDD+ Grassroots newsletter will be brought to
you on a quarterly basis. This is the first issue which
covers the first and second quarter of this year. The
newsletter will include updates and information
from our country teams, including partner
Visit this link to sign up for the REDD+ Grassroots
quarterly newsletter :
organizations, about the latest events and
www.recoftc.org/site/REDD-Grassrootsachievements related to capacity development and
Newsletter
information sharing on climate change and REDD+.
We will continue to seek your support for this
regional project that aims to enhance the
understanding of grassroots stakeholders on climate
change and REDD+, so that they can effectively

Note: If you are a recipient of the RECOFTC monthly enews you do not need to subscribe separately to receive
this quarterly newsletter.
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Commencing the third phase of the project
The Grassroots Capacity Building for REDD+ in Asia project is
funded by the Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation (NORAD). The project was initiated in August 2009 and
is in its third phase now, which began in January 2013 and will run
until December 2015.
The project aims to develop the capacity of the grassroots
stakeholders in Asia, enabling them to effectively contribute to the
REDD+ planning and policy process, communicate their perspective
to policy makers, and thus potentially benefit from REDD+.
The third phase of the project is building on the experience of the
past two phases, the focus of third phase of the project will be to
further strengthen the understanding and capacity of the grassroots
stakeholders on climate change and REDD+ with an additional focus
on social safeguards of REDD+, including mainstreaming gender,
concept of free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC), benefit sharing,
effective participation and good governance into REDD+ policy and
program development in the project countries.

A capacity building needs assessment
exercise taking place in Phu Son, Lam Ha
District, Lam Dong Province of Vietnam.

Project locations

Phase I - Indonesia,
Lao PDR and Nepal
Phase II - Indonesia,
Lao PDR and Nepal,
Vietnam

Phase III - Indonesia,
Lao PDR and Nepal,
Vietnam, Myanmar

Who are our grassroots stakeholders?









Forest dependent households
Local communities and indigenous
peoples
Women, youth, children and other ethnic
minority groups
Community based organizations
Community forest user groups
Local forest managers
Government and forestry officials
NGOs, civil society groups and local
journalists

Third phase activities in Myanmar have already been initiated with the development and contextualization of
the existing training material. An inception workshop was completed in May 2013, which helped to identify
potential project areas and partner organizations in the country. More recently, a Capacity Building Needs
Assessment for REDD+ was completed while training programs began in October 2013.
Tools such as radio programs, documentary films, and cultural events, street plays etc. have also been used for
raising awareness among the grassroots stakeholders on climate change and REDD+ in other countries.
Training and capacity building activities are delivered based on a ‘cascading approach’, beginning from the
training of trainers programs at national and sub-national level and proceeding down to the local level.
Following this approach, the project has trained more than 4,000 trainers and facilitators at national and subnational level, and reached out to more than 31,000 grassroots stakeholders through awareness raising events
in four project countries.
Developing a set of
training packages
• Capacity building
need assessment
(CBNA)
• Facilitator trainings
manual on REED+
and climate change
• REDD+ social
safeguard training
manual
• Local training
materials

Training programs at
national and subnational level

Capacity
development at
local level

• Training of the
trainers program
• Refresher
trainings
• Training on FPIC
and REDD+
safeguard
• Training on REDD+
and climate
change for the
Journalist

• Awareness raising
event at
grassroots level
• Awareness
raising for women
on REDD+ and
climate change
• Grassroots level
policy dialogues

Documenting
grassroots
stakeholders’
'concerns and
aspirations
• Multi stakeholder
consultation
• Annual reflection
workshop
• Grassroots'
concerns
documentation

Communicating
and disseminating
the project findings
and experiences
• Establish
communication
channel and
networking
• Synthesize and
disseminate
project lessons
learned, and
impacts

COLLECTION OF FEEDBACK AND MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF PROJECT ACTIVITIES AT ALL LEVELS
THE PROJECT APPRAOCH: The diagram above presents the five outputs and key activities that
the project aims to implement to reach the project outcomes and to achieve the project’s goals.

Image on the left:
Participants at the training
of trainers program in Ca
Mau Province, Vietnam
Right: Using street plays, as
part of climate change and
REDD+ awareness raising
among local community
members in Nawalparasi
District, Nepal.

“The Cascade approach facilitated the development of local level
facilitators trained on issues of climate change and REDD+. This is
effective both in terms of sustainability and contextualizing REDD+
at local level. Furthermore, REDD+ issue brought to forest user
groups by FECOFUN is effective than by other actors because
forestry program being put into implementation by federation of
community forestry group is relevant.”
– Mr. Thakur Pandey, Local Level Facilitator of Federation of
Community Forestry Users Nepal (FECOFUN), Nawalparasi
District , NEPAL

Project Partnerships
REDD+ Grassroots in-country partners










NEPAL: Federation of Community Forestry
Users Nepal, Himalayan Grassroots Women's
Natural Resources Management Association
and Forest Action
INDONESIA: Center for Forestry Education
and Training , Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia
Learning Community Foundation, Indonesia
Communication Forum for Community
Forestry and Lembaga Alam Tropika
Indonesia.
LAO PDR: Department of Forest , National
University of Laos, Village Focus International
and Participatory Development Training
Centre
VIETNAM: Provincial Departments of
Agriculture and Rural Development and The
Centre for Sustainable Development in
Mountain Areas
MYANMAR: Forest Department and World
Conservation Society Myanmar

During past two phases, the project made
substantial progress working in close partnership
with 18 in-country partner organizations. The
project has developed a range of training and
capacity building material in English as well as in
national languages of the project countries.
Partnering with a range of in-country partner
organizations, including government, NGOs, CSOs,
universities and grassroots level organizations, has
proven effective in terms of expanding the
outreach of the project, both vertically and
horizontally. The project has sustained its
initiatives principally by assisting partner
organizations to build their own capacity on
climate change and REDD+.
Wildlife Conservation Society’s Myanmar Country
Program is a key partner of the project in this
phase, which will implement grassroots capacity
development activities in the Naga Hill area of
northern Myanmar.
The project is hoping to partner with more
organizations in the future.

Capacity development products: Featured publications
Many publications have been produced to serve as training materials in capacity development activities, for all
levels of stakeholders, to promote awareness on REDD+ for grassroots stakeholders. All project publications are
available online and freely downloadable at at www.recoftc.org/site/Grassroots-REDD-Publications

Gender & REDD+: A handbook for grassroots facilitators
The main objective of this questions and answers booklet is to support local trainers
and facilitators, who already have a basic understanding of climate change and
REDD+, by providing them with useful information on gender considerations for
climate change and REDD+ related training and capacity development programs.
The handbook provides simplified information on the current state of gender
integration in climate change and REDD+ relevant policies, plans, programs, and
practices, from local to international levels.

Putting Free, Prior, and Informed Consent into
Practice in REDD+ Initiatives
This manual, developed with financial and advisory support from the Institute for Global
Environmental Strategies (IGES) and Norad, serves as a practical tool for trainers and
facilitators to improve understanding of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)
among stakeholders at all levels. The manual is available in English, Nepali and
Vietnamese. A Burmese version will also be available in the near future.

Climate Change, Forests, and You
This question and answer booklet serves as a resource material for community level
facilitators to provide simple explanations about the basics of climate change and
the role of forests by answering nine frequently asked questions. The booklet is
available in English, Nepali, Lao, Vietnamese and Bahasa Indonesia. A Burmese
version will also be available in the near future.

Grassroots perspectives and project experiences
Promoting multi-stakeholders' engagement in REDD+ policy process in NEPAL
Despite limited human and
financial
resources
Nepal's
grassroots project has been able to
promote
multi-stakeholder
engagement process primarily in
REDD+, both at national and local
level, by adopting capacity
development approaches in events
and process facilitation.
Through a series of trainings and
awareness raising events local level
stakeholders especially forest user
groups, women's groups and other
disadvantaged segments of the
society are encouraged to be
engaged in the local level forest
management issues. These groups
play an important role in raising
community
concerns
at
consultation events conducted by
the various individuals and
agencies for the purpose of
preparing the REDD+ strategy,
Biodiversity strategy, and Forest

Sector Strategy which are under
formulation
currently, in the
country.
These local level concerns are
raised through the community at
local level. the project is facilitating
the federations and networks at
national level who have direct
influences to the policy making
body. For this, project is supporting
national level dialogues and
meetings through Civil Society and
Indigenous Peoples' Alliance and
facilitating FECOFUN, HIMAWANTI
and FOREST ACTION to play their
active role in REDD+ policy making
process. Likewise, the project is
regularly sharing its learning to the
national level actors through
different forums organized by
various stakeholders particularly
through Multi-stakeholder forum's
meeting organized by REDD
Forestry and Climate Change cell.

Bishnu Hari Poudyal
National project coordinator,
Grassroots capacity building
in REDD+ project in Asia,
Nepal.

Puppet shows are integral to the project’s awareness raising and capacity
development activities. This image shows the Wayang art of puppetry
used for the project in Indonesia.
Wayang puppet shows are a form of cultural expression in the Javanese community in and around
Meru Betiri National Park in East Java. Lembaga Alam Tropika Indonesia (LATIN), one of the partner
organizations in Indonesia engaged the wayang puppeteer to raise awareness among local
communities on climate change and REDD+ after they were trained by the local level facilitators.
Recital Kubro, another socio-cultural media was also used to raise awareness among local
communities, by integrating key messages related to climate change and REDD+ in religious
readings and preaching.

Local school students in Berau waiting to perform a puppet show during an awareness
raising event , in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia.

About RECOFTC
RECOFTC is the only international not-for-profit organization that
specializes in capacity building for community forestry and
devolved forest management in Asia-Pacific. Beginning as a
knowledge hub in 1987, RECOFTC has actively supported the
development of community forestry institutions, policies and
programs in the region.
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